2004 Flower Bulb Planting Reports

On Saturday October 2nd, the Westcott Community Center had the 2nd Annual Fall Bulb giveaway. The turnout was outstanding.  One hundred and sixty eight people picked up a dozen bulbs (7 daffodils and 5 crocuses). Over 2,000 bulbs were given away. There was a consistent flow of neighbors all day long from 10-2.The feedback was all-positive about how organized and how the presentation of bulbs looked.  Many people commented how wonderful it was that we reached out to the community in such a beautiful way.   

Many new neighbors were hoping that this will continue to the next year. There were some neighbors who thought having compost available was an excellent idea and praised its quality,  many took the Toad Hollow information down.  

The center also offered our after-school youth to plant the bulbs  for the senior citizens of the neighborhood. We had 4 seniors sign up that day and the youth made arrangements that following week for 10 other seniors for planting.  

The Kids had a great time planting at the seniors houses and the seniors were much appreciative.  Sherwin, age 10 said, "It was fun. We got to plant in other people's yards". Roz, age 11, said, "It was fun because we were outside and at other people's houses". We ended up planting at 8 senior's houses because some of the seniors who had made arrangements for us to plant had relatives pick up & plant the bulbs for them. About 100 daffodils and 100 crocuses were also planted at The Westcott Community Center by youth & staff.  

Junior Girl Scout Troop 383

Junior Girl Scout Troop 383, located at Ed Smith School, planted approximately  100 daffodil bulbs as part of the Westcott Community Center's Neighborhood  Bulb Project.  The daffodils were planted around a recently-purchased school   sign, and the Scouts look forward to seeing the springtime blooms next year.

The 6th grade Girl Scouts were intrigued with the notion that fall is the time  to plant certain bulbs if we want to enjoy them next year.  They spent several  minutes reading the directions that accompanied the bulbs, then insuring that  the holes being dug were wide enough and deep enough for the bulbs.

Scouts Ellen Voorheis and Delaney Pfohl commented, "We planted the bulbs in  groups of 5, 7, 9, or 11.  We think the daffodils will look great next spring  when they come up in bright yellow clusters."

This summer the troop was awarded a "green grant" to purchase plants and  planting material to landscape the sign, so the planting of the bulbs  completes their environmental service project for the school and Ed Smith  neighborhood.  The Scouts look forward to watching "their" plants for years to come and taking pride in their work.

Report submitted by Molly Voorheis 

Eastside Neighbors in Partnership – Porches Plus Program

Sixty bulbs were planted by the staff and volunteers involved with the Porches Plus program.

Porches Plus is a team under the umbrella of Eastside Neighbors in Partnership. Our aim, in collaboration with SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry, is to work with residents living in the immediate vicinity, (north of E. Genesee St to Erie Blvd and approx. Maple to Westmoreland), to design and landscape their yards.

 In doing so, the tenants are taught how to maintain the upkeep of these plantings and sign a contract to that effect. We also require them to participate by donating $50.00 towards the plantings, although some have donated sweat equity instead.

The  daffodils and crocus bulbs were  planted by  members of the Porches Plus teams in the yards of five of the homes where we have already designed and installed plantings or will be doing so in the spring. These include homes on Columbus Ave. Maple, Beech and Westmoreland.

Report submitted by Mimi Hancock-Olech,

Ed Smith Report

The Westcott Bulb Planting Project in partnership with the Healthy Kids Committee of the Ed. Smith PTO An Ed. 

Smith Call to Hope Call to Action Project

Plant new ideas in your classroom this fall and watch them bloom

November 3, 2004

Dear Patrons and Members of the Committee of the Westcott Bulb Planting Project;

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the Westcott Bulb Planting Project. Seven hundred daffodils and two hundred crocuses bulbs were planted. I undertook this project on behalf of the Ed. Smith School Healthy Kids health and fitness Committee to get kids up, out, and using their muscles and brains to work together to make their community a better place.

The real life experience of planning and planting a garden is rich with teachable moments, physical activity, and pure pleasure in nature. This seemed a perfect partnership project for teachers, students, and Healthy Kids.

Ed Smith Elementary School in the University Neighborhood of Syracuse is typical of most Syracuse City School District schools in that it serves children of diverse and increasingly challenging economic backgrounds. Sixty percent of the students at Ed Smith qualify for the free or reduced lunch program, indicating households living at or below the poverty level. Yet in the face of these challenges, Ed Smith students are learning to play together, peacefully resolve conflicts, and take care of themselves and the members of their school community through the Community of Caring character education curriculum.  

As part of a year long campaign, "Call to Hope Call to Action," community service projects are being developed for students in each of Ed. Smith's K-6 grades.

I worked with three class groups at Ed. Smith to plan and carry out the planting of hundreds of daffodil and crocus bulbs in the public spaces around the school. In preparation for planting teachers were asked to review information about the program in advance to enable them to choose how to tie the project into their curriculum. Later classes read the articles about the Westcott Bulb Planting Project appearing in local newspapers. Students were presented with the following "basics of bulbs and their planting" when I visited their class on the day of the planting.

      The concept of community service and the interconnectedness of this community, and about

          the Westcott Bulb Planting Project in particular

      The parts of a bulb, environmental requirements for growth, and it_s lifecycle

      The differences between daffodils and crocus, specifically growth and bloom characteristics

      How to dig a good hole and the appropriate planting depths for our bulbs

      The importance of mulch

Students then carried their equipment to their planting area, where they discussed, experimented with, and trouble shot their ideas about how and where to arrange their bulbs.  Several kids got the chance to work together to carry big bags of mulch to their friends  planting areas.  Every kid looked forward to their turn digging and all agreed that using the large shovel to clear their holes made sense and was the most fun.  By the end of the afternoon kids could identify the top and bottom of both types of bulbs, describe a "good hole," how deep to plant each bulb, and name several benefits of mulching a garden.  In addition;

      Diane Berman's 5th graders had just finished a science unit on plants and were active participants in the lesson I presented on the basics of bulbs and their planting.  Ms. Berman remarked that she was glad to have the opportunity to participate in this project as she is constantly looking for ways to work naturally occurring reading and writing into her students_ experience.  The students in room 209 wrote letters describing their experience in the project.  

      Barb Walter's 4th graders used their math skills both on the classroom blackboard and out in the garden to divide the students in their class into planting groups, to divide the available bulbs evenly among those groups, and to plan how many bulbs to plant in each area.

      Jennifer Bowman's 6th graders worked to develop their understanding community through participation in this service project.  Students worked in peer groups which included students with and with out disabilities. Participants from room 108 used computers to write letters about their experience.

It is clear in reading the letters from our students that they value this meaningful and memorable opportunity to make their world more beautiful. I join the teachers and students in thanking you for the opportunity to participate in this project.  We all enjoyed getting outside on several of the most beautiful days this fall and sharing what we learned from each other about how the things you learn in the classroom apply to life outside school.

Sincerely,

Lisa Neville

